October 20th, 2002
Hi Gavin,

First, thanks for your telephone call the other morning. I was able to imagine where you were and what your immediate movements would be. I got a brief email yesterday from Nadine (getting ready to leave for Boston) and she said that you were already on the ship. Is that correct? Possible of course, though you must have moved through Macedonia and Greece rather quickly. Again, as mentioned on the ‘phone and in last week’s letter, CU is actively processing their registration with the VA. So you don’t have to worry.


The big event of the week of course, was the bombing in Bali. It was a terrorist attack (by definition, as it created terror) but there is no strong evidence yet that it was connected with Al-Queda, apart from the explosive that was used was the same as that used in the attack on the USS Cole in Yemen. As you have probably heard, about 200 people were killed in the blast and another 300 injured. As facilities in Bali were inadequate, Australian planes were ferrying the injured to Australian cities as far away as Perth. For example, the morgue in Bali was only able to hold 8 people! There was to be a Rugby 10s tournament in Bali and many of the causalities were Rugby players and supporters. About 9 of them were from HK. Also, a hockey player from the HK Football Club was killed though he was just there as a visitor. Representatives from the HK Football Club and HK Rugby Union have been in Bali the whole week. Most of the victims were Australians and on a population basis, the number killed was more than in the World Trade Center attack. In Indonesia, action against alleged terrorist groups has been almost non-existent, but just yesterday, the leader of one such group was arrested (this guy is supposed to have been instigating recent attacks by Muslims against Christians in one of the islands). 


Last Monday was a public holiday for the Chung Yuen festival (autumn grave sweeping). Quite a number of hill fires again; many people really are careless even in spite of officials moving around giving advice and handing out fliers. Not as many fires though as for the Ching Ming festival (the spring equivalent which is a bigger event). Because of the holiday I could not give the letters to the reception desk to post so had to walk to the street post-box. Even on the holiday, there were not many people using the pool. About a dozen sunbathing but only a few in the water. Actually, as I have said before, the water temperatures are nice now for swimming. (I was watching a TV programme some time ago about dangers of being left in the sea. There seems to be no safe temperature; above 25OC, the danger is sharks while below 25OC, the danger is exposure and hypothermia!)
Last Monday morning there was also a ceremony at the City Hall garden to remember those who defended HK against the Japanese in WWII. Also saw on TV that Stephen Ambrose, the US historian who wrote about the US in WWII, died of lung cancer, aged 66. Remember you gave me the book by him titled “Citizen Soldiers”. By the way, a point about English. This is the ‘title’ of the book and not the ‘name’ of the book. Often the words are used incorrectly. Heard this on a radio programme when a person being interviewed pointed it out.)

Last week, five of the Japanese kidnapped by the North Koreans about 20 years ago, returned to Japan for about 10 days ‘holiday.’ I think all of them have families in N Korea so their families were kept ‘hostage’ to ensure that the people return. 

Do you know that Cantonese pop ‘star’ (not the term I would use) Nicholas Tse who crashed his Ferrari a few months ago and then arranged with a policeman to say a friend was driving? Well, he was charged with ‘attempting to pervert the course of justice.’ And, believe it or not, he got off!!! No jail time. All he got was 240 hours of community service. Hard to believe when the friend and the policeman were both jailed. The government is thinking of appealing against the verdict. 

A new air agreement between the US and HK was finalised the other day. Cathay Pacific Airways will be allowed to link with its partner airlines in the US, though will not itself be allowed to fly to any more cities in the US (mainly because of US protectionism). The US Airlines however, got a much better deal, as they are now allowed to fly from HK to other Asian cities and with greater frequency. This will give a lot of competition to Cathay and Dragon Air who would have flown many of the US passengers to other Asian destinations. The government announced that is had got a ‘good’ deal; Cathay came out shortly after saying the deal was lousy (though they didn’t use that word)! 

The first round of the America’s Cup Challenger series is over. The winner was the Seattle boat “One World” which won all its 8 races and so got 8 points. But it will lose 1 point in the second round as it was found to have stolen and used secret technology from some of its competitors. Actually, the format for the competition is quite good. There are 2 round-robin competitions when all 9 teams compete against each other twice. The last-placed team drops out and the others are ranked 1 to 8. Each quarter-final (best of 5 races) is as follows:

1 vs 4 winner -----------------------------------------------> semi-final

2 vs 3 winner -----------------------------------------------> semi-final

5 vs 8 winner against loser of 1 vs 4; this winner -----> semi-final

6 vs 7 winner against loser of 2 vs 3; this winner -----> semi-final

          losers drop out

Therefore the 2 losers of the best 4 boats get a second chance against the bottom 4 (who, of course, don’t have a second chance.) A similar double chance occurs in the semi-finals. The eventual winner of the Challenger series competes against Team NZ in the finals for the Cup. 

A lot of money is involved in the competition. The budget for some of the teams is US$75 – 90 million! Even the lowest budget (which includes NZ) is $35 million! 

Will again send the holiday letter in separate mail. Thinking of you. 

Cheers.

Dad
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